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1# The Young China Party (TCP) is one of several relic parties now centered 
in Hong Kong vhi«;h, although throughout its history it lias onnosed the 
Kuonint&ngf has not Joined the Chinese Communists in the new government* 

The TCP was founded in Europe about 1923° Its principal founders were 
LI Huang ($ b YU Chia-chu (ft % %} ), TSEITCr Ch*i (f 5 * ) and HO 
Lu~chih (1«j v? t. )e The min principles of the n&rty were, and are D 
democracy and national! cm® 

2* The TCP originally opposed the Kuomintang on the grounds of National ism, 
specifically objecting to the ore*dL928 inclusion of Cormnunists in the 
Kuomintang and later objecting to Japanese influence in it* Thus* 
parenthetically, the TCP has the longest anti-Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
record of any political group in China* The struggle between the Kuomintang 
and the TCP was ^ntimial from 1923 until 1939* during this neriod the TCP 
underwent relentless persecution, but it recruited a considerable member shin 
in academic circles o 


3*. The TCP was active in promoting guerrilla activities in Manchuria after the 

Japanese occupation, and supported the 19th Route Amy In the Shanghai battles 
of 1931~32* After 1932 most of its leaders took refuge in Szechuan, where 
they were protected by the warlords there, mainly LIU Hsiang and LIU l/en-lmi. 
Here they published their own newspaper, organized guerrilla operations and 
based underground political work in all parts of China* They were particu- 
larly active in universities, where they enrolled many students and orofessors* 
f&ny of these were from Southeast Asia, where they now reside* 

4. The TCP* 3 political influence was greatly nullified by the Kuomintang after 
the end of the Pacific l*fer, when the greater part of the TCP, led by TSERG 
Ch s i, T30 Ch !j uan- sheng and Chl-tHea ( 1%^ Pjji ) f accepted the offer 

of the Kuomintang to cooperate in joining a multiparty government* A con** 
aiderable factioi? of the party, led by LI Huang and HO Lu-chih, refused to 
cooperate* This development cost the TCP considerable support, but the 
leaders who favored cooperation were convinced by Premier OHA’TG Ch 3 un, who 
had been one of the TCP*s supporters during its Szechuan days, that they 
could play a necessary, reforming role in the government* 

5* During 194? and 3948 the cooperating faction of the TCP was active in 
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the National Assembly and the Legislative Yiic.n D where they consistently 
backed LI Tsung* Jen and oroosed CKIAtIGr Kai-shek and tho GO Clique o However r 
they were attacked by the balance of the Party as being too close to the 
Kuomintang. Of the cooperating faction, TS72TG Chd I is in America, and 
TSO Ch 8 unn-shenf and CH*EN Chl-tien are on Taiwan* working closely with 
the Kuomintang* LI Huang is in Hong Kong, attempting to make an accomo- 
dation with the Communists through the instrumentality of CHANG Lan„ 

Chairman of the Democratic League and YANG Shu-ming (fig y HO 

Lu-chlh is in Hoag Kong* trying to restore at least some part of the 
TCP* s former independence* 

6* YCP lias always concentrated on building up its membership in educational 

circles* local gentry (including schoolmasters , district and sub-district 
chiefs and local militia leaders)* small landlords and younger and junior 
array officers. It had about 3»C00 registered members in the latter group 
in 1938* Many of these were retired at the end of the Pacific War, when 
CH^ W Ch ? eng dismissed man?/ officers not personally attached to him* All 
of these yotinger officers had been recruited and indoctrinated by the 
YCP and sent by the YCP to various military academies such as the Yunnan 
Provincial Military College 1 about 250) , Ginling (Hanking) Military School 
(about 350) , northeastern Military College (about 1,200)* Hangchow Revenue 
Guards Training School (about 300) and the Ssechuan Military Training School 
and 21st Arr^y Officers* 1 Training School (about 800)* 

?* Centers where the YCP still exercises considerable influence through resident 
membership cf persons with military backgrounds are: 

a* Szechuan — the Lel«Ma-P B ing«0 (¥$ area, the northern boundary of 

Szechuan* where the North Szechuan Mountain Defense Corps (Ch’uan Pel 
Shan Pang»wei Tui ; *( j u J.. t 'ftj ) la an old YCP military formation* 

and the following hsig ns Chungking, Hsin tu, Pu shun, Jen shou., Chiang 
chin, Nan pu s Chien yang and Kuan* Here the YCP has worked with and 
has contacts with the Ke-lao~Hui. 

b* Henan — l/anhsi hslen . 

c* Sikang Province — Lushan and THenchuan hslen , 

d* frwangtung Province — Lienshan and Bast River areas* 

e*. Kiangsu and Chekiang Provines — * T ? aihu, Hsuhai and Lungch' J uan areas® 

£• Anhui Province — * Tapiehshan* especially in the vicinity of Llhuang, 
and Tangtu h^ien * 

go Northeastern Provines — Scattered influence mainly com" nr* from remnants 
of the extensive, successful anti-Japanese guerrilla operations led by 
TCP members MIA0 K»o~hsiu ( $ of ^ ) and TENG THeh-nei ( %% )• 

ho Shantung Province Scattered influence from former YCP anti-Jaoanese 
volunteers* 

i* Shensi Province — Scattered influence from former military subordinates 
of YPN Esl-shan* 

8® Centers in Southeast Asia where the TCP is influential in the local Chinese 
community by reason of its membership among educators and among alumni of 
Chinese universities are: Manila, Hanoi, Saigon, Jakarta and Singauore* 

9° YCP leaders in Hong Kong are in regular contact with some members In China 
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proper and in Scutheast Asia# and Ip. occasional and irregular contact 
wi th many others.. 

Por, the present^ the Hong Kong activities of the YCP are under the control 
of H3IEH Ch’eng-pUng ( ^ ;§f* -f ) and HO Lu-chih* The greater part of 
the efforts of the Hong Kong leaders go toward the Publication of their 
magazine* the In dependent Front ( Tzu~yu ChUen-hsien © ijt) iX. )* Its 
total circulaticn is in the neighborhood of 3*000 and its total" paid circu- 
lation is in the neighborhood of 2*500 , . The magazine retails at HK'COehQ* 
of which the distributor retains about HK$0.30. The ten cents received by 
the publishers do not cover printing costs * All articles are contributed* 
no payment being made* Shipments of the magazine to Southeast Asia are 
handled by a commercial agency which takes all of the conies it can get* 

In addition to this publishing enterprise, the Hong Kong leaders are 
occupied in consultation with other TCP members* Political liberals without 
specific party affiliation, anti-CC Clique Kuomintang members* Kwangsi 
Clique members and similar persons resident in Kong Kong* Their aim in so 
doing Is to attempt to restore the earlier anti-CCP* anti~Kuomintang position 
of the leadership of the TCP, 

The apathy of the average political refugee in Hong Kong* engendered by recent 
developments in China* is not shared by leaders of the YCP* who feel that they 
mat continue to strive for the realization of their Political ideals* A 
draft of a program for their activities# prepared for their own guidance# 
follows : 


How to. Save Democracy in China 

M After having heard the statement fj U.S» will not give up China/ and after 
separately and collectively careful considerations among ourselves 0 we must 
boldly advance the following proposals* 

"A. A Research Institute* \*ill be established with the functions: 

"(l) to enlighten and to foster the fundamental and true ideals of 
Democracy* 

”(2) to study the various phases of political theories and to dig out 
their truth and fallacy « especially of Communism* 

N (3) to prepare to educate the general masses of the public in true 
Democracy* 

"(b) to plan and to formulate the policy of China 8 s Reliberation 
Movement* 

n (5) to cultivate and to select Personnel to direct the above movement* 
M (6) to supervise the underground movement* 

"(?) it is an elastic organization which is able to house all elderly 
Democratic Liberal elements to form a United Front. 

n 3o An United Democratic Committee** will be formed* 

”(l) to unite all the Progressive liberal elements who are neither 
pro^Communist nor reactionary. 

"(2) to execute the policy formulated by the Research Institute* 

”(3) to help and to push the underground movement on the Continent*. 

The Research Institute is like a combined general staff and the United 
Democratic Committee like a general headquarters of an army* 

n C* Information Organizations: Various Information Organizations in the 
form of Radio Stations e Newspaper Publications and various other 
pamphlets and periodicals especially in Chinese will be established 
to tell the Chinese general public the truth and not to be misled by 
twisted propaganda* 

Democratic educational institutions In the Communist territory such 
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as mi Gion-.ry schools must he efficiently and carefully used as 
the places to teach Democracy: 

rt (l) The student's "burden trill be minimised so that it can be 
reached by all common ueople. 

"( 2) Scholarships trill be liberally and generously awarded so 
that it will increase the enrollment* 

M 3o To helu the 3 refugees’* to escape from the Communist bondage and to 
fortify the belief and to strengthen the Position of those who have 
escaped. 

"I 1 . To keep contact with political liberals and military leaders who 
surrendered to the Communist Government by passive means* 

W G* To awake the general mass of the peoule in the Communist terri tory * 
even Gomez?.! 3 1 a themselves * to the hidden imperialism behind inter- 
national Communism." 

L3* The Hong Kong leaders of the TCP have been considering possibilities for 

leadership of a third party movement. Of fisrt consideration is LI Tsungvjen. 
1*1, however, lacks many of the qualifications ©f a popular leader. When LI 
was elected Vice President, it resulted from a great popular demand for 
new leadership 6 change and reform. Many of the delegates who voted for 
LI did a© in defiance of instructions from party leaders to guano rt other 
candidates LI, however* never responded to this uomlar demand. He always 
assessed the Political situation in terms of clique relationships* and he 
was always so fearful of the CHIaITG that he hesitated to act Positively and 
independently. Thus, much of his following dropped away. LI has a very 
limited imagination, and he is very badly advised by those closest to him, 
who are individuals without much knowledge or understand! ng of any problems 
not relating specifically to Kwnngsi Province* 

Tnere is little hope for finding effective anti-Coinnunist leadership among 
the chiefs of the non^Gommuni st Parties Presently a Part of the coalition 
Government. These individuals have be*n thoroughly trapped by the COP anu 
they have no opportunity for independent Political action* They are at- 
tempting to organise and work against the Communists on a covert basis f but 
unless there is a serious split of soma kind in the C CP it is hard to see 
how they can gain any independence by these means* 

15- Ho one of the anti -Kuo min tang and anti-CCP Political Personages outside of 
China proper has a significantly large following or qualities of leadership, 
although many of th?se individuals have excellent political reputations and 
snail followings on whom they can count* Carsop CHANG is regarded as theo- 
retical and impractical and shows little interest in the practical problems 
which must be me t if any anti— Communist movement is to succeed* KU reng-yu, 
in common with almost all the other intellectuals in this group, has too much 
of a theoretical bias and is much too cautious. 

16. Only two of the businessmen who might be Placed in this category have ever 
given any indication of interest in leading* or participating, in any im- 
portant way * in an anti-Comnronist political movement* These are K«P* CH»KIT 
and Y. T* MI AO • CH*SET, however, is also an overcautious individual* He 
would rather affiliate himself with such a movement than attempt to lead it 
in any very Positive way* PIaO is overly concerned with his personal for tune 0 
and his close ties with LUNG Yun make him suspect* 

1?. Perhaps the most active Person in this category is General SON Pao-feng* who 
is attempting to promote his own party, and to get support for it* SUN is 
generally mistrusted by the other anti-Kuominteng* anti-Communist liberals 
b # v reason of his past record. He was once expelled from the Young China 
Party for revealing party secrets to the Japanese police. Carson CHANG 
expelled him from the Democratic Socialist Party for unknown reasons,, orobably 
for a breacn of party discipline* Also 0 SINT has close associations with the 
Whampoa Clique, and through them with CNIANG Kai-shek.* ** 

.Comment. The "Research Institute" mentioned in the ulans 
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ae ds some elucidation, ihis is a device commonly employed in 
Chinese clitics. It will, for example, be recalled thrt LI 
Chi-ahen and TSAI Ting-k’ai had such an institution dur-nr the 
period of their exile in Hong Kong. ^he research institute serves 

27™Zr.: 3 ' !! ro ; V ' , ^ nda “ wise * U 13 a center for the formulation 
4 e m u re f' ion of tne theoretical position of the group controlling 

esM^oTfi 1 ?' 00 ,^ 0 * 01 l thIs 30rt of sc tiv 4 ty is generally under- 
estimated by Western observers, who do not realise that what appears 

to them as empty, turgid and rhetorical noli ticel theorising usually 
has a tremendous anneal to the Chinese intellectuals to whom it is 
addressed, and that such persons are not wont to act politically 
witnout a theoretical position on which to base their' acts. Also, 

institute serves as a means for training and indoctrinating 

^ihinn\h^r;/'?: V P £? c « 4up ® !Rors necessary and more important 
iLf*’ T k t i ? Jl the - ;est - The institute also serves as a means to 
^tel^ L P t r t* elA r S i glvine t ’ lenl southing to do and paying them moder- 

‘hey are at all well known, inevi- 
attr.ictpa; ing students. Some of the latter come of their own 
?n«+ff\ aUd othera whose families are members of the Party running the 

institute ZlvlT t0 8tU '^ ther<! ‘ the student body of the 

user/in^r *f S ,t/ e9erVOir for vori 'M*s, indoctrinated students 

used in ue.r,y activities in accordance with their capacities, or sent else- 

t he *wri ti ng'^o f 1 its /t ft*** &dd * d ttl " t th ® ln3titut e always publishes 
f * ta Acuity members, and so serves as an organ for the 
Propaganda Position of the controlling party. 

BBPBH £ 21 11 liy -ne "united democratic committee" mentioned in the 
anTJTv !!» ° ef f° r ^ s rT to associate the YCP with the Democratic Socialists 
other an ti-CHUbC and anti-Communiot groups, so as to renair some 

°fn«nn^T :e Praise of the YCP occasioned by the developments 

w@nticme& ir pnrngra >h 4. 

HHHHcgmciLi' It is becoming apparent th- 1 the YCP, lacking a 
with t0 fiather a “■“niter of these individuals 

U f ? U ! Win ^ a 2 nd sore st “tus in Chinese politics into some 

0 ,i7 l ?lr at I on “ Behind this front the Present leadership in Hong 
■„f, ° J 4 U-«* to consider itself a more Powerful source which i 3 to 
provide „he implementation, the drive, for the movement. 
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